September 15, 2016
Dear Parents and Guardians,

I am thrilled to be your child’s second grade teacher.  I am looking forward to working with you to help your child achieve success this school year. 
International Baccalaureate/ Primary Years Programme

IB Mission Statement: The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.  To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.  These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.
An Ogden International School education engages a K-12 diverse student body with inquiry-based learning experiences fostering empathy, critical thinking and global mindedness for the world of tomorrow.

Ogden International’s globally-recognized IB programmes provide concept based, academic frameworks, and student centered learning by inquiry, grounded in global context and real life situations.  

Below is a brief overview of the learning goals within each unit for second grade. At home, you can help to reinforce the central ideas and lines of inquiry by discussing them with your child.  You can also help by using the language relating to the learner profile and attitudes.  There is a sheet attached with descriptions of these.  

Unit 1

Central Idea: Actions have consequences that impact relationships. 

Lines of Inquiry

· Consequences of actions 

· How perceptions affect choices
· Problem solving
Math Standards

· 2.OA.2 – Add and Subtract within 20 using mental strategies

· 2.NBT.1 – Understand that the 3 digits of a three-digit number represent amounts of hundreds, tens, and ones

· 2.NBT.2 – Use place value to skip count by 5s, 10s, and 100s within 1000

· 2.NBT.3 – Read and write numbers to 1000 using base-10 numerals, number names, and expanded form

· 2.NBT.5 – Use place value properties to add and subtract within 100

· 2.NBT.9 – Explain why addition and subtraction strategies work

Science

· NGSS: Structure and Properties of Matter 

Unit 2 
Central Idea: Matter can be changed for different purposes.
Lines of Inquiry

· Properties of matter
· Changing states of matter
· Why properties are suited to different purposes
Science

NGSS: Structure and Properties of Matter 

Unit 3 

Central Idea: Culture influences communication and expression
Lines of Inquiry

· Ways cultures impact and influence each other
· Diversity of cultures

· Ways cultures express their ideas and customs to others
· How geography influences cultures
Science

NGSS: Earth’s Systems: Processes that Shape the Earth

Unit 4: 
Central Idea: People shape the future through taking risks.
Lines of Inquiry

· Why people take risks  

· The effects of risk taking

· Risk takers as role models
· How natural events can encourage risk taking
Science

NGSS: Earth’s Systems: Processes that Shape the Earth

Unit 5 

Central Idea: People design communities to meet their needs.
Lines of Inquiry

· The reasons people live in the local community

· The services and businesses needed to support a community

· Planning services and businesses for a community
· Designing communities protected from wind and water
Science

NGSS: Earth’s Systems: Processes that Shape the Earth

Unit 6 
Central Idea: Adaptation aids survival.
Lines of Inquiry

· The basic needs of living things
· How and why living things adapt to survive
· The diversity of life in different habitats
Science

NGSS: Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

Homework: 

Your child has a take home folder and a homework planner.  The folder is labeled take home stay home and homework.  Please look through and keep the information that is sent home daily in the take home stay home part of the folder each night.  The materials in the homework side should be completed and returned to school the following day. Students are responsible for writing their homework in their homework planner on a daily basis.   If your child is absent, homework is listed on the classroom website-  www.mrslopez2.weebly.com
 The Grading System/Standards are as follows:


A = 100% - 90%
B = 89% - 80%
C = 79% - 70%


D = 69% - 60%
F = Below 60%

Grades on the report cards are a result of academic achievement.  In addition to the grading standards, a student who wishes to earn an A in this class must hand in all assignments on time, exhibit consistent effort, display a positive attitude, and class participation must be frequent.  

NWEA Assessment:   The assessment consists of a reading test and a math test.  Students will complete the assessments on computers in the school computer labs.  

The test will provide teachers with meaningful information regarding student progress in relation to the state goals.  The results are used to guide instruction, monitor student progress, and target intervention.  The results are not used to determine grades or promotion.

Field Trips:  We are in the process of determining which field trips we will be attending this school year.  We will keep you posted on field trip plans.  We welcome you to join us as chaperones.  

Language Arts is integrated into the 6 IB units.  Each week we will focus on word knowledge skills, writing, phonics and fluency, building background, preparation to read, and vocabulary.  Reading comprehension strategies including making connections, summarizing, predicting, visualizing, asking questions, monitoring & adjusting reading speed, and comprehension skills will also be taught and reinforced.  Students will be assessed weekly on skills taught that week.  I will meet weekly with guided reading groups to instruct students at their independent reading levels as well. 
Spelling- Students will take a weekly pretest on Friday to determine their word list for the following week to provide differentiation.  Therefore, all students will know their word list on Friday for their test on the following Friday.  Feel free to begin studying early! Students may move between the orange and yellow list week to week depending on their performance on the pretest. 
Mathematics consists of the following content strands:  

· Operations and Computation (facts, mental math, estimation, algorithms, number stories, money, power of ten, exponents)  
· Numeration (counting, order, relations, estimation, odd/even, fractions, decimals, and percents)

· Patterns, Functions & Algebra (number and visual patterns, properties, sequences, functions, number sentences, equations and inequalities, variables, and formulas)

· Data & Chance (mean, median, range, mode, tally charts, line plots, graphs, and  probability)

· Measurement & Reference Frames (linear measures, weight, capacity, money, time, temperature, perimeter, area, volume, diameter and circumference, angle, and coordinate grid)

· Geometry (two dimensional, three dimensional, symmetry, congruence, and angles)

Students have access to the ST Math computer program otherwise known as JiJi as well as IXL.  Students do not have designated computer lab time for their Jiji or IXL sessions.  However, students are encouraged to utilize the program at home to support their learning.  
Science: This year we are implementing the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  We have aligned them with our PYP units for the year.  Topics that will be covered include:

· Structure and Properties of Matter

· Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

· Earth’s Systems: Processes that Shape the Earth

· Engineering Design
Spanish- All students in second grade will be taking Spanish one day a week.  Please contact Ms. Esparza with any questions regarding the Spanish curriculum.
Attendance:  Please make an effort to have your child dropped off and picked up on time.  Entrance bell rings at 8:30 and students are dismissed promptly at 3:30 Monday through Friday.  Tardiness and early dismissals disrupt the educational program and students miss important instruction.  Please make sure to submit a note stating the reason of your child’s absence upon their return.    If you do not submit a note, it will be counted as an unexcused absence. 
Birthdays: Due to the CPS wellness policy, students are not allowed to bring in cakes, cookies, cupcakes or other sugar sweetened snacks.  Some alternatives to celebrating birthdays include birthday books (to share with the class and/or add to the classroom library), bookmarks, crafts, etc.    
Essential Agreements: We created the rules together as a class.  They are as follows:

1. Raise your hand
2. Cooperate- work together

3. Be respectful towards others at all times

4. Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself.

5. Listen carefully with eyes and ears.

6. Try your best and have fun!

Kudos Cards: I believe in positive reinforcement.   I am working on building a classroom community.  Throughout the day, I try to catch students who I see are setting a good example, following the essential agreements, and living the IB learner profile and attitudes.  If I catch a student acting responsibly, that student earns a Kudos Card to put on their individual necklace.  Necklaces are kept at school and can be worn on special occasions, such as birthdays.  All students have the option to wear their Kudos necklace on Friday.
In addition, if a student makes a choice that has a negative impact on themselves, their learning, or others, I may ask them to move their name to conversation time or reflection time.  If they move their name, I will follow up with them and any other students involved to help reflect on choices, impact of those choices, and encourage them to take steps to fix the problem if it needs fixing.  Your child will write a reflection home if necessary to keep you informed of what we have talked about as well.  Please help to reinforce the essential agreements and IB attributes of the learner profile and attitudes at home.  I appreciate your support!  If I see that there is a reoccurring problem, we can meet to discuss how to help the student make better choices.

Special class schedule

Mrs. Lopez’s Schedule




Monday-
Spanish

Tuesday-
P.E.  



Wednesday-
Art*


Thursday-
Library

Friday-

P.E.




Monday –Friday 

Lunch/recess 11:40-12:40
*Students will attend Art during quarter 1 & 2.  Students will attend Music during quarter 3 & 4. 
Conferences/Communication: I feel communication is a key factor in your child’s success.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have.  You can write a note in your child’s take home journal or e-mail me at jmpalmisano@cps.edu
****If you would like to set up a conference, I am more than happy to meet with you.  I do request that you make an appointment ahead of time. 
What you can do to help:
· Have your child log on to JiJi from home.  

· Have your child log on to IXL Math Website.  
· Review and correct homework with your child
· Provide homework area and materials

· Discuss IB units of study, profiles, and attitudes
· Have your child read every night

· Read to your child

· Take your child to the library

· Practice addition and subtraction facts
· Review spelling and vocabulary words

· Communicate with me
I am looking forward to a great year!!
Mrs. Lopez
Internet Resources These will also be accessible through the classroom website under the links section.
Ogden Website:        
www.ogden.cps.edu
Parent portal:           
 http://parent.cps.k12.il.us



Access student grades through this website
Class website: 
         
 www.mrslopez2.weebly.com
JiJi website:              
web.stmath.com



Students can play Jiji at home!

IXL:


www.ixl.com
Students use their unique login and password to access activities aligned to standards.
Spelling City
          
Orange list: http://www.spellingcity.com/ogden2/



Yellow list: http://www.spellingcity.com/jmpalmisano/
There are a variety of activities here to assist in spelling practice with weekly words, including a practice test administered on the computer.

Scholastic

https://orders.scholastic.com/H762R
Order books online for your student.  Every purchase earns points for our classroom which I use to order books for my prize bin, our classroom library, and other classroom resources.  Our class code for ordering online is: H762R  

Mrs. Lopez’s email:   jmpalmisano@cps.edu
